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Marketing	  Students	  Take	  on	  	  
Tiger	  Café	  Challenge	  

There	  have	  been	  many	  new	  and	  exciting	  changes	  
occurring	  in	  our	  cafeteria	  since	  the	  beginning	  of	  our	  
school	  year.	  We	  have	  new	  a	  menu,	  a	  new	  layout	  and	  
a	  new	  and	  improved	  name:	  the	  Tiger	  Café.	  	  

Since	  August,	  Mrs.	  Linda	  Byrd	  (School	  Nutrition	  
Director),	  Patricia	  Ergle	  (Café	  manager),	  Jennifer	  
Hayes	  (assistant	  manager)	  and	  Coach	  Burgess’	  
marketing	  students	  have	  been	  working	  hand	  in	  hand	  
to	  bring	  new	  and	  improved	  food	  items.	  The	  class	  has	  
visited	  the	  cafeteria	  to	  test	  out	  new	  items	  and	  stated	  
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CPR Class 

Upcoming community CPR 
Class is October 22 from 3:30 - 
5:00 PM in Ms. Dyer’s room 
C13.  $10 donation to HOSA 
Club.  Call 706-265-6555, ext. 
1604 to register. 

CTAE Website 

Be on the lookout for the 
launch of our new CTAE 
website that is under 
construction.    

Tractor Driving 

The Agricultural 
Tractor and Machinery 
Operations & 
Maintenance CDE is 
designed to develop 
skills in operating 
tractors and various 
pieces of machinery 
safely, as well as 
maintaining the tractor 
and machinery in a 
safe and productive 
matter. Rob Cox 
competed this year 
placing 11th. 

TIGER FUTURES 
Guiding Dawson County High School Students to Careers
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their	  honest	  opinions	  about	  whether	  these	  lunches	  
should	  be	  put	  on	  the	  menu	  or	  not.	  Mrs.	  Byrd	  has	  
visited	  Coach	  Burgess’	  classroom	  countless	  times	  
since	  last	  May	  in	  order	  to	  bring	  the	  best	  menu	  
possible	  for	  
the	  students.	  	  

Over	  the	  
summer,	  
construction	  
crews	  spent	  
countless	  
hours	  tearing	  
up	  the	  
previous	  
cafeteria	  in	  
order	  to	  add	  
the	  third	  line	  we	  have	  today.	  This	  third	  line	  has	  a	  
pizza	  warmer	  and,	  just	  like	  all	  the	  other	  lines,	  can	  
now	  serve	  either	  hot	  or	  cold	  items	  with	  just	  the	  Qlip	  
of	  a	  switch.	  The	  added	  salad	  bar	  and	  ice	  cream	  
machines	  make	  for	  easy	  options	  and	  yummy	  food!	  
These	  new	  improvements	  are	  exciting	  and	  have	  
been	  a	  total	  success!!	  	  

FBLA year well under way and 
membership 
numbers are 
booming! 
The 2015-2016 school 
year is off to a great start 
for the DCHS Future 
Business Leaders of 
America Chapter.  With 
143 members, 41 of those 
new freshmen, advisers 
Beth Covington and Ryan 
Coker are excited about 
the future of the 
organization this year.  
The Georgia FBLA theme 
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Move On When Ready, 
DualEnrollment/Dual 

Credit
Dawson County CTAE 
department partners with 
Lanier Technical College to 
provide career opportunities, 
leading students to a 
postsecondary institution for 
an industry recognized 
certification or licensure, an 
associate and/or higher 
college degree, and 
successful employment.  
Move On When Ready is a 
dual enrollment program for 
students to attend a 
postsecondary institution 
during their junior and/or 
senior year of high school 
and receive high school 
credit, and college credit 
simultaneously while 
attending college classes on 
the college campus. 

Current Dawson County High 
students are currently taking 
advantage of dual enrollment 
courses in the following 
areas:


• Automotive (1st and 2nd year 
programs)


• Welding (1st and 2nd year 
programs)


• Salon Services

• Heath and Medical

• Graphics
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for the year is Share Your Story, at each chapter meeting various students are encouraged to do 
just that, share their story of FBLA, were their parents/siblings members, what made them 
want to join, what do they like most about the organization?   

On October 15th several officers will attend the 
2015 Fall Motivational Rally in Perry, Georgia 
where they will learn various ways of 
encouraging their fellow members to become 
more involved.  October also opens the season 
for Region Competitive Testing; any students 
who are interested in competitive event testing 
for FBLA are encouraged to contact Mr. Coker 
or Mrs. Covington to sign up for available 
events.  Senior FBLA members also received 
graduation cord requirements for 2016 
graduation ceremonies in October.  By 
completing graduation cord requirements 
Seniors will earn a Business level Award of 
Achievement through the National Future 
Business Leaders of America Organization. 

As with other co-curricular organizations FBLA 
is integrated into the classroom setting through 
the business teachers holding FBLA Fridays.  

On these special days students participate in team building and problem solving activities that 
encourage critical thinking skills, communication, and cooperation.  Students participate in the 
Spaghetti Tower Challenge, building towers with 20 spaghetti noodles that must hold up a 
jumbo marshmallow given only one yard of tape and one yard of string; group exercises, 
building structures out of Solo cups using only a rubber band and four pieces of string to move 
the cups; and the nuclear waste transfer where students transfer rice from one cup to another 
using the same supplies of one rubber band and four pieces of string.  By participating in these 
events students explore how the related student organization is an integral part of career and 
technology education courses and leadership development. 

HOSA Fall Rally 
The Dawson County HOSA club attended the 2015 Fall Leadership Rally in Perry, Georgia.  
Four HOSA members completed the Statesman Testing competition and attended a compelling 
general session that outlined the exciting events in HOSA for the upcoming year.  Afterward, 
they enjoyed some sunshine and fun at the Georgia International Fair!  The competitors are 
eagerly awaiting the results of their competition. 
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Work-Based Learning: The Competitive 
Advantage 

“What do you want to be when you grow 
up?”  

The fact is that the sooner you start thinking 
about the answer to this question, the easier 
it will be for you to begin to set goals and 
establish a path to obtain them. Whether 
you're vying for a spot in a highly competitive 
college or jumping right into the workplace, 
you need to stand out and give yourself the 

competitive advantage you need to push 
ahead and grow to your full potential.  

The face of Career and Technical Education 
has changed and today it's all about state-of-
the-art classrooms that take learning to a 
whole new level. Through a work-based 
learning experience, industry leading experts 
take you far beyond the traditional classroom 
and immerse you in real-world application of 
your studies, allowing you to bring your ideas, 
innovation, and creativity to life. Whether your 
place is in the culinary kitchen, recording 
studios, the greenhouse, auto body shop, 

science or robotics labs, the network room, the dark room, 3D animation editing 
suites, or outdoor classrooms, this is learning that pushes you to new heights!  

Those who already have a plan to pursue a particular career or have narrowed it 
down to a couple of choices, are ideal candidates for participating as an intern or 
apprentice your junior or senior year. There is no better way to determine whether or 
not you are on the right path than to gain work experience related to your future 
educational and career goals.  
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Katelyn Hardegree 
Dawson EMS Service 

Taylor Hammond 
Lanier Dental Partners



Newsletter 1 October 20, 2015

 
Dawson County Work-Based Learning 
Programs offer real-world experience 
that will benefit students in any 
program of study. These programs 
provide students with teachable 
moments in a work setting and offer 
essential lessons that a young person 
can use in making decisions about 
future school or career plans. 

Students in the WBL program graduate 
from high school with real-world work 
experience. They leave high school 
with an advantage: armed with work 
skills and community service/volunteer 

experience, a professional resume and career portfolio, interviewing skills, and the 
ability to make clear, well thought out decisions about their career aspirations. In 
addition to work experience, leadership 
development, as well as career and 
college exploration, Dawson County 
WBL students (receive multiple college 
acceptances and attend 2- and 4-year 
colleges and universities Many of our 
students have taken HONORS and AP 
classes. Additionally, each year there 
are several honor graduates who 
complete the program.  These students 
also actively participate in our 
nationally recognized Career and 
Technical Education Student 
Associations  FBLA, FCCLA, FFA, 
HOSA, and TSA). 

FFA	  Summer	  Leadership	  Camp	  
Summer	  Leadership	  Camp	  is	  a	  
weeklong	  camp	  for	  FFA	  and	  FCCLA	  
students	  from	  all	  over	  Georgia.	  FFA	  
and	  FCCLA	  advisors	  bring	  and	  
chaperone	  students	  from	  their	  
chapter.	  The	  Georgia	  FFA-‐FCCLA	  
Center	  provides	  lodging,	  meals,	  
recreation,	  and	  programs.	  Summer	  
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Jake Alvarado 
Dawson Community News 

Bailey Cotter 
Foothills Veterinary Hospital 
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Camp	  provides	  a	  fun	  and	  exciting	  environment	  for	  students	  to	  learn	  teamwork	  and	  
develop	  leadership.	  The	  goals	  are	  to	  use	  activities,	  programs,	  staff,	  and	  advisors	  to	  invest	  
in	  the	  lives	  of	  young	  men	  and	  women	  showing	  them	  that	  they	  have	  great	  value,	  teach	  
critical	  character	  traits	  such	  as	  integrity,	  responsibility,	  respect,	  and	  commitment,	  stretch	  
students	  into	  new	  experiences,	  teach	  team-‐building	  and	  leadership,	  foster	  a	  bond	  
between	  students	  and	  advisors	  and	  have	  fun!	  This	  past	  summer	  we	  had	  11	  students	  
attend	  this	  past	  summer.	   

 

FFA Region Rally 
North Region Rally is a weekend kick-off event for 
the FFA events throughout the school year. Students 
work on leadership and teamwork skills through a 
mud obstacle course and a scavenger hunt event 
entitled the Amazing Race. Dawson County FFA 
had 11 students who participated. 

Land	  Judging	  
The Land Judging CDE is a team event with four team members. Participants classify land 
into the land capability classes developed by the Soil Conservation Service. Classification is 
based upon the land judging factors of slope, topsoil thickness, erosion, topsoil texture, 
permeability of subsoil, drainage, and effective depth of the soil. The participants also 
determine the recommended agricultural land use and land treatment practices based upon the 
land class and field conditions.  Our team members this year were Zach Samples, Julia Todd, 
Tyler Margita and Hailey Samples.  Our team placed third overall.  Tyler Margita had the 
highest score. 

Floral	  Design	  
Senior Floral Design Career Development Event will test students’ knowledge in floral plant 
identification and their skill in completing a specific floral design and will evaluate their 
knowledge of the floral industry.  Katie Dial competed this year placing 19th. 
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Environmental/Natural	  
Resources	  
The	  Environmental/Natural	  Resources	  CDE	  is	  a	  
four-‐person	  team	  event.	  It	  is	  designed	  to	  
develop	  an	  understanding	  of	  our	  state’s	  natural	  
resources	  while	  allowing	  students	  to	  explore	  
and	  prepare	  for	  possible	  careers	  in	  Natural	  
Resources	  and	  Environmental	  Science.	  Our	  
team	  members	  were	  Zach	  Samples,	  Matt	  
Brauda,	  Devin	  Juliette,	  and	  Mason	  Woodward.	  
Our	  team	  placed	  8th	  overall	  with	  Matt	  Brauda	  
being	  the	  single	  highest	  scoring	  team	  member.	  

US	  ARMY	  JROTC	  Tiger	  
Battalion	  

 The	  US	  Army	  JROTC	  Tiger	  Battalion	  is	  
emphasizing	  mentorship	  this	  year.	  	  We	  are	  
trying	  to	  capitalize	  on	  the	  experiences	  and	  
maturity	  of	  our	  seniors.	  	  Their	  lessons	  learned,	  
and	  guidance,	  will	  hopefully	  ease	  the	  transition	  
of	  our	  lower	  classmen	  into	  positions	  of	  
increasing	  responsibility.	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  The	  raider	  team	  has	  been	  preparing	  their	  
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Students participate in 
cross-curricular CTAE 
competitive event.   
Recently two students enrolled in both 
business and health occupation classes 
entered into a Telemedicine competition on 
behalf of Dawson County High School.  The 
purpose of the competition was to 
encourage Georgia High and Middle School 
students to explore careers in Health IT by 
working as a team to develop projects 
utilizing technology with a focus on 
Healthcare and information technology (IT).  
Two students who were enrolled in business 
and health and medical classes, Garrett 
Perez and Jack Cupp, were entered into the 
contest and challenged with creating a 
mobile app that would assist physicians and 
patients in receiving care through mobile 
devices.  The students created an app, called 
home calls, which would allow patients who 
suffer from severe anxiety to Skype with 
their doctor. By doing so the doctor could 
perform a pre-evaluation of the patient and 
decide if it was in the patient’s best interest 
to try and venture out to attend a medical 
appointment.  The app also included an 
anti-stress therapy feature, which would 
allow patients to try and calm themselves by 
coloring or listening to calming music.  
Results of the competition will be 
announced on November 3rd at the Health IT 
Leadership Summit.  Good luck to both 
Garret and Jack on their creation! 
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entire	  season	  for	  a	  single	  meet;	  the	  Raider	  State	  qualiQier	  at	  Riverside	  Military	  Academy	  
(RMA).	  This	  meet	  was	  postponed	  three	  weeks	  ago	  due	  to	  inclement	  weather.	  Now	  as	  the	  
raider	  team	  prepares	  to	  disembark	  on	  their	  most	  important	  meet	  of	  the	  season,	  they	  are	  
training	  harder	  than	  ever	  before	  to	  overcome	  the	  obstacles	  they	  will	  face.	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  The	  RiQle	  team	  will	  compete	  in	  its	  Qirst	  season	  of	  Georgia	  High	  School	  association	  this	  
year.	  	  	  The	  team	  is	  now	  fully	  equipped	  and	  practicing	  hard	  for	  meets	  that	  start	  in	  January.	  	  	  

Web	  and	  Digital	  Communications	  
Pathway	  

 
The	  Web	  and	  Digital	  Communications	  
Pathway	  prepares	  students	  to	  live	  and	  
work	  in	  a	  digital	  world.	  The	  pathway	  
consists	  of	  Intro	  to	  Digital	  Technology,	  
Digital	  Design,	  and	  Web	  Design.	  

Students	  in	  Intro	  to	  Digital	  Technology	  
began	  the	  year	  learning	  about	  all	  the	  
parts	  and	  pieces	  of	  a	  computer	  and	  how	  
they	  work.	  	  They	  even	  took	  a	  day	  to	  
dissect	  and	  reassemble	  some	  donated	  
computers.	  	  Recently,	  they	  have	  been	  
studying	  JavaScript	  programming.	  	  This	  
introductory	  programming	  will	  lead	  to	  more	  work	  with	  building	  
web	  pages	  and	  coding	  Apps.	  

Students	  in	  Digital	  Design	  have	  been	  mastering	  the	  skills	  of	  
Photoshop	  and	  Illustrator	  and	  learning	  to	  create	  graphics	  that	  can	  
be	  used	  for	  web	  pages,	  apps	  and	  printed	  designs.	  	  The	  class	  
created	  posters	  to	  help	  advertise	  the	  drama	  department’s	  One-‐Act	  
Play.	  	  Sophomore	  Jessica	  Applegates’	  design	  was	  chosen.	  	  Recently	  
the	  students	  have	  started	  learning	  how	  to	  create	  animations	  using	  
Flash	  and	  Action	  Script	  3.0.	  	  This	  builds	  upon	  the	  JavaScript	  coding	  
knowledge	  that	  they	  acquired	  in	  Into	  to	  Digital	  Tech.	  

	  

Early Childhood

Students	  in	  Early	  Childhood	  Education	  III	  have	  been	  involved	  
in	  a	  number	  of	  	  projects	  during	  the	  past	  few	  weeks.	  	  While	  
studying	  about	  Bloom’s	  Taxonomy	  and	  Piaget’s	  theory	  of	  
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cognitive	  development,	  class	  members	  played	  various	  
games	  designed	  for	  young	  children,	  analyzing	  each	  one	  
for	  depth	  of	  knowledge	  and	  for	  skills	  that	  would	  be	  
acquired	  while	  playing	  the	  game.	  	  Additionally,	  as	  
students	  progressed	  through	  the	  unit,	  each	  one	  created	  
an	  educational	  folder	  activity.	  	  Students	  had	  to	  
determine	  the	  following	  for	  their	  activities:	  
• appropriate	  age	  
• skills	  gained	  
•Bloom’s	  depth	  of	  knowledge	  involved	  
•which	  of	  Gardner’s	  Multiple	  Intelligences	  is	  best	  
served	  by	  the	  activity	  
This	  class	  is	  currently	  studying	  communication	  and	  
language	  acquisition	  in	  children.	  	  They	  are	  currently	  
reading	  and	  reviewing	  a	  variety	  of	  children’s	  books,	  as	  
well	  as	  researching	  children’s	  authors.	  

TECHNOLOGY	  
STUDENT	  
ASSOCIATION	  
WEEK	  
October 12th-October 
16th, was celebrated as 
Technology Student 
Association (TSA) Week. 
The Technology Student 
Association is the national 
student organization for 

technology education, promoting areas such as math, 
science, engineering, photography, digital design, 
animation, and music technology. Since 1978, it has 
grown to 150,000 high school, middle, and 
elementary students in 2,000 chapters spanning 47 
states. The Dawson County High School TSA was 
established in 1997, and DCHS students have 
competed at the state level for the past 14 years in 
events such as Flight Endurance, Photography, CO2 
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Mouse Trap Cars 

•  Technology Day at 
Georgia State Fair, 
Perry, Ga. 

Rube Goldberg Machine 
!
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Dragster, Technology Problem Solving, and 
Technology Quiz Bowl at the State & National levels.  
We recently competed at Tech Day in Perry, Ga and 
attended the Georgia National Fair.  The events we 
competed in were Dragster Design, Architectural 
Design, Catapult, and Structural Design. For more 
information, please contact the club sponsors, Mr. 
Auten or Mrs. Barber. 

Thank You! 
I would like to thank the teachers and students for making the Dawson County 
CTAE program a successful, thriving part of the culture at DCHS.  The hours put in 
by teachers and students does not go unnoticed.  I look forward to the coming year 
with fall rallies, leadership conferences, competitions and more!  I know that as a 
program you, the teachers and students, will continue to amaze me and make 
DCHS proud.   WE ARE: ONE DAWSON! 

Stacy Martin 
CTAE Director/AP 
Dawson County High School
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Catapult 
Gavin, Dennis, & Schuyler 


